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When will this new
subsidy be available?

This new subsidy will be available
for people who have their hearing
aid/s fitted from 1 October 2008.
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What is the subsidy for?

If you need a hearing aid, the Minis-
try of Health can provide a subsidy of
up to $500 (incl GST) per hearing aid.
This replaces the existing subsidy of
$198.

If you need two hearing aids, the total

subsidy will be $1,000 (incl GST).

Who can get the increased
hearing aid subsidy?

If you are aged 65 or over, and hold

a SuperGold card, you will be able to
get this increased hearing aid subsidy
from 1 October 2008.

It is not means or asset tested.

What are the main features?

Your hearing must be assessed
and hearing aid/s fitted by

a qualified Audiologist. The
Audiologist can work in either
private practice or based at
your local District Health Board

audiology clinic.

You will need to show your
SuperGold Card to your Audi-
ologist to be able to get the
increased subsidy.

The subsidy can only be used
towards the purchase of new
hearing aids. It cannot be used
to buy second-hand hearing
aids.

The subsidy is available once
every five years.

If you already have a hearing aid
and it needs replacing, the subsidy
can be used to purchase a new
hearing aid after your existing sub-
sidy term has expired.

Your Audiologist can advise you
which hearing aids qualify for the
subsidy.

If your hearing aid costs more than
$500 the subsidy will be deducted
from the total cost of your hearing
aid.

There may be other costs you have
to pay, such as assessment and
fitting fees. The subsidy cannot

be used towards these additional
charges.

You do not need to visit a service
that is listed in the SuperGold Card
directory in order to receive this
subsidy.



